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mortally wounded. As he had been considered invulnerable
and immortal by his own people on account of his many hair-
breadth escapes, his death was a severe blow to them, and
Opechancanough secretly prepared his plans for vengeance,
The Virginians suspected nothing. They were lulled in a false
sense of security. At the last moment a gentleman named Mr.>
Pace was warned by a friendly Indian, who wished to save his
life; but the towns and hamlets were so scattered that he had
no time to raise the alarm throughout the colony. He was
able to warn the settlers in his own district, and so prevented
a general extermination, but the horrid war-cries of the hideous
warriors, smeared with blood-red paint, rang out round many
a lonely farmstead where the father sat with his wife and
family in peaceful happiness after the day's work. Three
hundred and fifty men, women, and children were done to
death ia that sudden attack, and the scalp knife was busy
that night, no mercy being shown by the bloodthirsty
savages.

The Virginians roused themselves to action, and by a com-
bined defence drove the redskins to the woods. Crafty and
treacherous though they were, the Indians were really no
match against the united efforts of the colonists. The Vir-
ginian Assembly commanded that ' the inhabitants of every
plantation should fall upon the adjoining savages,' and it was
ordered that all homes should be palisaded, and that no one
was to go to church unarmed. These measures were suc-
cessful, and for a long time there was peace.

Praise is due to the settlers in Virginia and those of other
States for the general justice and wisdom of their dealings with
the Indians. It was seldom, even, that the occasional atroci-
ties of the native warriors incited the colonists to any wild or
wanton acts of revenge. The Puritan Governors passed laws
forbidding the sale of firearms or spirits to the natives, and the
old records show that if this was done by any unscrupulous
settler heavy fines and imprisonment were inflicted upon the
transgressors. In some of the colonies it was even forbidden